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‘Like’ Whakatāne Kiwi Trust on 
Facebook and keep up to date with 
the latest news from the project

New Kiwi truck 
You may have spotted the new Whakatāne 
Kiwi Project truck out and about recently. 
The Bay of Plenty Regional Council has 
generously supplied the kiwi management 
team with a very stylish new vehicle which 
can also cope with the demands of towing 
the Kiwi Education Trailer to schools and 
public events.

The truck has been beautifully ‘dressed’ 
with vibrant images of the kiwi project 
work, all thanks to these fantastic 
supporters and sponsors: The Lion 
Foundation, Simple Designs, Signs Direct 
and Neil Hutton. 

CAPTIONS TO GO HERE

Ōhope Scenic Reserve after dark
WoRDS by Russell Ingram-Seal 

The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust guided Kiwi 
Night Walks have proved popular this year 
with over 100 people having braved the 
cold and the dark to explore the Ōhope 
Scenic Reserve.

With kiwi being very territorial and coming 
into their breeding season, most people 
heard kiwi calling on the walks. one group 
was lucky enough to see a kiwi (Pipsqueak) 
feeding! Morepork (ruru) were also heard 
and people enjoyed seeing the many 
nocturnal creepy-crawly invertebrates 
that live in the reserve. This year with the 
nights being colder, kiwi seemed to be 
calling later and with the weather being 
so dry, kiwi were down in the wetter 
gullies. only one walk was cancelled due to 
adverse weather.

A kiwi males piercing call can travel several 
kilometres on a clear and still night. The 
best time to listen for kiwi is up to two 
hours after dark and just before dawn.

What has worked well is having our 
kiwi experts or ‘kiwi wranglers’ Bridget 
and John to discuss individual kiwi, Neil 
with his kiwi marketing insights and 
photography expertise (unfortunately I 
inadvertently ruin most shots by walking 
into them) and having a sizable group of 
keen volunteers (Ian, Bob, Erica, Colin 
and Russell) to brief, lead and share their 
experiences and enthusiasm for the 
project. Many attendees stayed on to talk 
and express their appreciation. Fairbrother 

Loop maps again proved very popular as 
most people took them away at the end of 
the walk.

Whakatāne Kiwi Trust would like to give 
thanks to those people who participated 
for their time and valuable donation 
towards the Trust, as well as thank the 
volunteers, who contributed their time and 
knowledge.

Bob Boreham’s night walk brief resembles a scene from ‘Close Encounters’.

NEWS JULY 2016
ISSUE 19



WhAKATāNE KiWi PRojECT NEWS – iSSuE 19 july 2016

Kiwi Survey completed in 5781 minutes
Take a calm moonless night, a thermos and 
22 rugged up volunteers and what do you 
get? The ingredients needed for the recent 
Ōhope Scenic Reserve Kiwi Survey!

The team of committed volunteers spread 
out across the reserve to cover the 13 
listening sites. Each site was visited on 
four separate nights by the team and 
calls heard, directions of those calls, 
approximate distance from the listening 
site and sightings were recorded. Note: if 
you happen to have American volunteers, 
ensure they know that New Zealand uses 
the metric measuring system, eh Neil!

Jokes aside, Neil Hutton won the count for 
the most ‘kiwi’ calls heard, with 72 of the 
331 kiwi calls heard being recorded at his 
site near the southern end of the reserve, 
with John Black close behind, with 61. 

Neil also foiled Jordyn Rhodes’ plan to 
scare him, snorting like a pig as Jordyn 
snuck up from the darkness, sending her 
shrieking though the bushes back to her 
dad, Jamie.

So get rugged up and find out why 
Whakatāne is the “Kiwi Capital of the 
World”™, by stepping into your backyard 
and going on a kiwi adventure.

Who knows what you 
might see when you step 

into your backyard

‘Kiwi–Whakatāne’ 
resource continues 
to connect 
students with the 
environment 
A steady stream of students from schools 
near and far have been undertaking the 
Kiwi Tracker walk and huddling into the 
‘Kiwi Trailer’ recently. The cooler weather 
hasn’t deterred classes from Whakatāne 
Intermediate, James Street School and 
Apanui Primary School. In fact, children 
enrolled in the Bush Skills elective, offered 
during the discovery module at Apanui 
School during Term Two, went home 
damp, muddy and sporting some minor 
‘Kiwi Adventure’ grass stains, but in very 
high spirits. “We all decided we would 
take a different route to try and find a 
kiwi that seemed to be nearby, but young 
‘Wiki’ proved to be more elusive than 
we thought”, said Bridget, Kiwi Project 
enthusiast. “The kids led the way and 

were in fits of laughter, all the way. It was 
a great day and the kids were legends. This 
is what it is all about, getting our future 
conservationists into their own backyard to 
experience the uniqueness of Whakatāne”, 
she said. 

Apanui Primary School teacher, Lynley 
Boyd said, “The Kiwi Tracker expedition 
was thoroughly enjoyable. It was engaging, 
relevant and interactive for the children. 
The experience was filled with laughter, 
squeals of delight and lots of questions. 
The children learnt a lot about the 

biodiversity of the bush and how to be 
responsible kaitiaki of it. I have no doubt 
that this experience has impacted each 
and every one of them – both now and for 
the future”. 

Ken Laurent and Bridget are looking 
for keen volunteers to join their ‘Kiwi 
Tracker Team’ to become guides, sharing 
knowledge and enthusiasm with our 
children. If it is something you would 
enjoy, email Bridget: qtkiwi@hotmail.co.nz

Laughs all round with the Apanui School 'Discovery' students.



Clive Tozer (Kiwi Trustee), and Craig Palmer (WKT West Rotarian & Trust Volunteer), knead bait into balls 
from the operation. 

PAPP Report
After a rough start to the 2014/2015 
breeding season, Whakatāne Kiwi Trust 
volunteers wanted to do everything in 
their power to safe guard the remaining 
kiwi chicks under their care. With the help 
of the Bay of Plenty Regional Council and 
the Department of Conservation (DoC), 
the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust set out to utilize 
a new tool in the pest control kit:  
Para-aminopropiophenone (PAPP). 

PAPP is a relatively new poison that has 
been specifically created to target stoats. 
Because the Ōhope Scenic Reserve already 
has quite low pest numbers thanks to our 
awesome trappers, PAPP presented the 
opportunity to target individual animals. 
With the plan in hand, everyone chipped 
in to help out. 

We had huge crews show up to help chop 
and mince 200+ rabbits in preparation 
for the operation. After mincing, each 
individual bait had to be prepared and 
readied for deployment. one hundred and 
sixty bait stations with tracking cards were 
installed in the Ōhope Scenic Reserve and 
soon volunteers were out placing the baits. 

Enough thanks cannot be given to 
volunteers, not only from the Whakatāne 
Kiwi Trust, but also from the Manawahe 
Kokako Trust! Every two days old baits 
had to be collected and new baits had to 
be put out, with many of the Manawahe 
volunteers driving in from far and wide. 
At the end of the operation we had one 
confirmed bait take by a stoat, who left 
little paw prints all over the tracking card. 
one bait take means there was one less 
stoat out there to terrorize our kiwi! DoC 

pitched in by sending a trained stoat 
detection dog and his handler Miriam 
Ritchie to give even more feedback on how 
the operation went. This PAPP operation 
was one of the first of its kind on the North 
Island and a report was developed to help 
guide other kiwi projects who might also 
need to add PAPP to their anti-predator 
toolkit. The amount of time, energy and 
effort that went into this operation is 
a testament to the amazing volunteers 
who work to make sure that Whakatāne 
continues to be the “Kiwi Capital of 
the World”™.

Martie Sisson – Kiwi Mum for a year (or more) 
As soon as you go round to Martie’s house, 
you know she is passionate about birds 
– there is a budgie chirping away in the 
lounge, an aviary out the back, she lives on 
Kiwi St and to top it all off she has adopted 
two Whakatāne Kiwi, Whiuwhiu and Te Ra.

Holding a Kiwi was on Martie’s bucket list 
and through her Kiwi adoption package 
she was able to fulfil her dream in April 
this year when accompanied by Bridget, 
Ken, Sue and Neil she took part in 
Whiuwhiu’s health check. Whiuwhiu lives 
in fairly rugged terrain up on Kōhi Point. 
He struggled and fought while he was 
being weighed, his condition checked and 

his transmitter replaced but when Martie 
held him he was quiet and content as if he 
knew he was with his “mum”.

A Kiwi adoption runs for a year and Martie 
has enjoyed it so much she will definitely 
continue. When she held Whiuwhiu’s 
offspring, a chick called Ewok, she 
confessed to having a tear in her eye she 
was so happy. 

Six businesses, ten individuals, two schools 
and the Whakatāne Police Department are 
among the new kiwi parents. 

Martie and her adopted kiwi Whiuwhiu

Stoat footprints left on Black Trakka



PRojECT PARTNERS

CoRPoRATE SuPPoRTERS
Gourmet Burger Kitchen  

www.gbk.co.uk

The Southern Trust 
www.southerntrust.org.nz

Kiwis for Kiwi  
www.kiwisforkiwi.org

Rotary Club of Whakatāne West 
www.whakatanewest.rotarysouthpacific.org

The Lion Foundation
www.lionfoundation.org.nz

Phone: 0800 884 880

For information about  
gifting and bequests email  
admin@whakatanekiwi.org.nz or 
phone 027 472 1467

Volunteer profile – Peter and Chris Gibson 
Peter and Chris Gibson are long term 
residents of Whakatāne District. They 
owned a lifestyle block for a number of 
years on MacDonalds Rd where they 
developed a beautiful garden, with ponds, a 
fernery and a lot of native plants. They have 
only lived in Whakatāne town for 18 months 
and love the change, but an easy care 
garden at their new house meant they had 
time on their hands to help with 
conservation projects.

They have been involved with 
the Manawahe Kokako Trust 
for a long time and have been 
encouraged by the increase in 
birdlife as a result of predator 
control in that project area. When 
they shifted into Whakatāne 
they became involved with the 
Whakatane Harbour Care Group, 
helping with bait stations and tree 
planting along the river area.

Next they became involved with the 
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust and are now key 
members of the trapping team. Peter and 
Chris have 3 trap lines and a total of 75 
traps to look after in the Maraetotara and 
Mokoroa areas. They check these traps 
every 2-3 weeks and they even time their 
holidays around their schedule. They each 
check every second trap and have worked 
out a light hearted competition between 
them. The day before I visited them Peter 
was ahead having caught 2 rats and 2 
hedgehogs. In one 3 week period they 
caught 5 stoats!

A love of tramping brought them together 
and they have hiked all of New Zealand’s 
Great Walks. They love the fact that there 

are so many birds in the local reserves and 
are disappointed with the lack of birds in 
other reserves around New Zealand. They 
enjoy the bush and their trapping job keeps 
them fit. They are gradually getting their 
children and grandchildren interested in 
conservation and their grandchildren know 
all about traps and predators and caring for 
the native wildlife.

Peter and Chris’ dream is that one day there 
will be saddlebacks (tieke) in the Whakatāne 
Kiwi Project area.

For more information on how to support the 
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust as a volunteer, visit 
www.whakatanekiwi.org.nz.
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NAbove: Pete & Chris give our New 

Year chick ‘Mackie’ a cuddle before 
he is released. Left: Chris & Pete at 
the Annual Trappers Dinner
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