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Growing the next generation  
of conservationists
New Zealand has set the ambitious goal 
of being predator-free by 2050, and the 
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust is doing its part to 
help. Educating our future generations 
and instilling in them a conservation ethic 
that will last as they grow into our future 
decision makers is one of the best ways to 
achieve this goal. 

The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust has created 
a hands-on program to teach students 
about the local kiwi population and the 
work being done to protect them. An 
education resource about kiwi has also 
been developed with teachers, in-line 
with the school curriculum. 

This education programme is being 
expanded to reach more students and 
schools across the Bay of Plenty thanks to 
the recent significant contributions from 
Waiotahi, The Williams Family Trusts, and 
BayTrust. Students can learn about kiwi 
from the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust Education 
Coordinators as they visit their schools 
with the mobile classroom and make use 
of the many resources for self-guided 
learning. Following this, the students 
will spend a day out on the kiwi tracker 
walk, which winds through Ōhope Scenic 
Reserve. On this guided walk, students 
explore the native bush where they can 
hear different native birds, learn about the 
historical and cultural importance of the 
area as they walk alongside a Pā site and 
have lunch in the purpose built whare. 
Along the way, they learn about different 
methods of pest control, the different 

threats faced by our native species and 
see how radio tracking is used to monitor 
the kiwi.  

The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust education 
programme runs throughout the school 
year and teachers are encouraged 
to utilise the education resource as 
an ongoing part of their teaching 
programme. 

More information can be found on our 
website www.whakatanekiwi.org.nz/our-
work/education/ or email us at  
admin@whakatanekiwi.org.nz 

Students leaving the whare to track kiwi on the Kiwi Tracker Walk with volunteer educator Ken Laurent.

Education Resource - Kiwi Whakatāne  
and Kiwi Tracker Walk student booklet
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Kiwi Wandering in 
Whakatāne Town
If you have taken a walk down the Strand 
this summer you may have stumbled 
across one of ten life-size bronze kiwi that 
have made their home right here in the 
kiwi capital of the world! Kiwi Wandering 
is a scavenger hunt designed to enable 
people of all ages and abilities to discover 
and learn about kiwi, which are generally 
an elusive bird. Whakatāne Kiwi Trust 
volunteer Neil Hutton was the driving 
force behind the project, which was 
created to raise awareness about the local 
kiwi population and to give visitors a way 
to experience kiwi outside of the night 
walk season. 

The four adult and six chicks were created 
by artist Liz Grant, who was selected for 
her zoological experience and interest in 
creating life like sculptures of native fauna. 
The project got underway with a grant 
from the Whakatāne-Ōhope Community 
Board and other sponsors jumped on 

board to make it a reality, including Air 
Chathams and Whakatāne Kiwi Project 
partners the Department of Conservation, 
Bay of Plenty Regional Council and Ngati 
Awa Group Holdings Ltd.  

The project was launched on 1st 
December and there has been an 
overwhelming amount of public support 
and appreciation over the summer. Free 
brochures for the scavenger hunt can be 
picked up from the library or the i-Site. 

Kiwi Aversion Training
Many people in Whakatāne and Ōhope are 
fortunate to live surrounded by nature and with kiwi 
practically on their doorsteps. With this privilege 
comes responsibility especially for pet owners. 
Living so close to kiwi habitat means it is easy for 
dogs to come across them especially as kiwi don’t 
know the boundaries of the reserves and they will 
venture into people’s gardens. 

Dogs are the biggest threat to adult kiwi, your pet 
dog might be obedient but deep down it still has its 
hunting instinct. Kiwi are particularly vulnerable as 
they don’t have wing muscles or a sternum bone 
and their chest can be crushed by a dog’s nose. Even 
a curious nip from a small dog can damage their 
internal organs resulting in death. 

The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust holds four kiwi aversion training sessions for dogs each 
year, to help prevent dogs killing kiwi.  Run by experienced, and certified dog trainer 
Guus Knoppers from the world-renowned K9 Detector Dog Centre.  Kiwi aversion 
training involves using a mild shock collar to teach dogs to avoid that intriguing scent 
that is unique to kiwi. At the January training session on White Horse Drive, Guus took a 
moment to explain how this technique can be used on all dog breeds. There was even a 
13-year old toothless chihuahua that went through the training and he made a grab for 
the kiwi, once. It usually takes the dogs only one or two shocks, but they learn quickly to 
avoid the kiwi and studies have shown that this form of shock training is less stressful to 
the dog than other types of training collars. Research shows kiwi aversion training is one 
way we can help reduce unnecessary kiwi deaths. It takes only ten minutes to put your 
dog through training and it could save a kiwi’s life.

Young volunteer 
raises awareness 
about kiwi
This year, for kiwi month, one of 
the youngest volunteers for the 
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust made a huge 
contribution, raising $1000 to help 
protect the local kiwi population. 
His name is Robert Sanderson and 
he has just turned 5 years old. 

On the 23rd of September he had 
his first haircut and he decided 
to take the opportunity to raise 
money for the Whakatāne Kiwi 
Trust. “As a family we decided to 
have Robert’s first haircut just 
before he started school, and to 
take this opportunity to fundraise 
for the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust” said 
Robert’s Mum, Poppy Jansakul.

He had never had a haircut because 
his mum was impressed by the 
Polynesian practice of a ceremonial 
first haircut. One aspect of these 
events is to gather money for a 
worthy cause.

Robert learned about the Kiwi Trust 
through his mum and dad. Every 
second week they maintain a trap 
line as volunteers for the Trust. 
“I really like Kiwi birds and I even 
got to meet one once! It was cute 
and fluffy.” 

The fundraiser was a great success 
and Robert managed to raise 
$1,000 for kiwi conservation. The 
money will make a huge difference 
to the work the Whakatāne Kiwi 
Trust is able to achieve, providing 
ongoing protection of our 
local kiwi.

 “My family and I think the 
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust do a 
wonderful job promoting and 
protecting Kiwi and we feel very 
grateful to them for their work and 
we wanted to do something more 
to help!” said Poppy.



Join us for a night of 
music, dancing & good 
old kiwi grub!
The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust is proud to present the Bush Bash Charity Auction 
Fundraiser from 7pm on Saturday 6 April 2019 at the Ōhope Christian Camp. This 
will be a hoot of an evening, with live music from the Backporch band who will be 
playing a wide range of music from Johnny Cash and Buddy Holly to Eric Clapton and 
Hello Sailor – and even a few originals! So dust off those old dancing shoes!

A tasty supper of antipasto platters, hot and cold savouries, and sweet treats is 
included in the ticket price and a cash bar will be available for guests to purchase 
alcoholic beverages. The evening’s festivities will also include a charity auction, with 
some fantastic items donated by our wonderful sponsors and friends. For example, 
White Island Tours have donated a guided tour for two adults to Moutohorā Island, whilst 
Air Chathams have given two return flights to Auckland.  We also have a fantastic outdoor 
package worth $500 from Whakatāne Great Outdoors and a one hour live-radio experience from 
Radio 1XX! A prize will also be given for the best dressed guest, so feel free to dress up in your 
favourite Kiwiana costume! (e.g. Footrot Flats, Barry Crump, the Topp Twins, the All Blacks, and of 
course our beloved kiwi birds!).

Bookings and payments for tickets can be made online via the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust website: www.whakatanekiwi.org.nz/get-involved/

Apanui Students 
support kiwi with a 
Great Kiwi Morning Tea
Apanui Primary School 
teacher and Whakatāne 
Kiwi Trust volunteer Donna 
Wensor inspired her students 
to support local kiwi during 
National Kiwi Month by taking 
part in the Great Kiwi Morning 
Tea. “In the last term of 2018 
at Apanui School the school-
wide focus was 'Give it Up!'” 
Said Donna. “In this topic, 
we wanted to share with the 
children the incredibly important role that volunteers 
make to our local community and nationwide”. 
The students researched the Great Kiwi Morning 
Tea initiative, organized by Kiwis for Kiwi, using 
the information on their website, “from here the 
children became captivated” Said Donna. 

Through a class newsletter, whānau were asked to 
make something with their children at home that could 
be sold in a cake stall. Some families really showed their 
creativity with their kiwi cupcakes and biscuits and there was 
even a forest cake. The Class Leaders ran the stall at morning tea time and they managed 
to raise $352 for the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust. “They were all very proud of themselves and 
their achievements” Said Donna. 

Whakatāne  
– a place to love!
In late October 2018 one of our 
kiwi chicks had a close encounter 
of the famous variety! 

American TV personality, 
Samantha Brown, came for a 
visit to discover and explore the 
Bay of Plenty for her travel show; 
‘Places to Love’ which showcases 
interesting places and the people 
she meets along the way. Three of 
our volunteers took her and her 
team out to experience some Kiwi 
tracking in our beautiful reserves. 

John Black, Rheanne Sullivan and 
Laura Morgan spent a morning 
sharing their passion for the 
Whakatāne Kiwi project with 
the American TV crew before 
conducting a quick monthly health 
check on a chick called Slip. To 
everyone’s delight, Slip was doing 
well and was quickly put back 
in his roost after being weighed 
and measured by a volunteer 
kiwi handler. 

Samantha and her TV crew were 
very impressed with the local 
trapping network and commented 
on how noisy these reserves are 
compared to other places they had 
visited with almost no birdsong. 

We’re all looking forward to seeing 
little Slip’s 15 seconds of fame on 
the small screen when the episode 
of ‘Places to Love’ airs in Autumn. 

Whakatāne 
Kiwi Trust
Bush Bash

- Back Porch Band  
- Auction & supper  
- Cash bar 
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Teddy: the dog with a job
Teddy is the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust’s resident stoat 
dog, and if you are out walking in the local reserves, 
you might come across him and his handler, long-time 
volunteer Jamie Rhodes. 

Teddy and Jamie have been certified by the NZ 
Conservation Dogs programme to work together, 
scouring the Whakatāne kiwi reserves for the presence 
of stoats. Teddy will be wearing his bright orange 
hi-vis vest and protective muzzle as required for all 
conservation dogs. His job is to sniff his way around 
the reserve to find evidence of mustelids such as scat, 
tracks, dens. This spring there has been a high level of 
stoat activity in the area and two monitored kiwi chicks 
were predated in November, but comparatively few 
stoats are being caught in the traps. 

In December, Teddy was joined by two other certified stoat dogs, Macca with handler 
Angela, and Woody with Miriam. Together, the three dogs and their trusty sidekicks 
combed through Ōhope scenic reserve, Kōhi Point, and Mokorua bush, where they found 
plenty of stoat sign. This information can now be put to use by the Kiwi Trust’s volunteer 
trapping team to get the best coverage of high stoat traffic areas. Thanks to the hard work 
of these dogs we can better protect the vulnerable kiwi chicks as they hatch this summer. 

Volunteer profile 
Shelley Bremner
Shelley became involved with the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust 
when she became a trustee in 2017. Since then, she 
has put in a huge amount of hours, representing the 
Trust at events, assisting with fundraising applications 
and using her background in education to help grow 
the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust education programme. “My 
environmental crusade started years ago with me making 
a conscious effort to make those small day to day changes 
to help conserve and protect the environment. Things 
like composting food scraps, switching the dreaded monthly power bill to an online 
statement, not plastic bagging my fruit and veges. Even these small things are awesome 
for our planet and they all made me feel quite self-righteous. As a school principal I 
had the opportunity to include the school community into beach clean ups and dune 
plantings which was another way to take care of our planet. But I wanted to take my 
environmental stewardship to a new level and share my passion with the community. So I 
jumped at the opportunity when approached to join the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust Board”. 

Since coming on board, Shelley has helped cook hundreds of sausages at events such 
as Toi’s Challenge and the launch of the Kiwi Wandering art trail. She is not afraid to 
stand up in front of a crowd and speak at our Chick Celebrations and has even had the 
opportunity to advocate for Whakatāne kiwi with the Minister of Conservation! Shelley’s 
involvement with the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust demonstrates that there are many ways 
volunteers can get involved and help protect kiwi around Whakatāne without even having 
to step foot in the bush!

“To have had the privilege to join passionate, like-minded people in an effort to protect 
our cherished kiwi in such a unique way has opened my eyes to our local environment 
and given me the chance to learn something from the experience”. Says Shelley. “As a 
seasoned environmental champion, there are people, animals, and even habitats that 
have a lot to teach us all”.

Teddy and Macca taking a well-
earned break
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