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‘Like’ Whakatāne Kiwi Trust on Facebook and keep up to date 
with the latest news from the project

In June a teacher from Holmes 
Kindergarten in Oamaru got in touch 
with the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust because 
they had been learning about kiwi and 
wanted to adopt one of our kiwi chicks. 
Usually when local school groups adopt a 
kiwi they get to experience Ōhope Scenic 
Reserve on the Kiwi Tracker programme.

This gives them a chance to explore real 
live kiwi territory and learn all about the 
threats and challenges that kiwi face living 
among introduced predators in the bush.  
Being so far away, there was no chance of 
the Holmes Kindergarten students coming 
here to learn about the kiwi and explore 
Ōhope Scenic Reserve, so we got in touch 
with locally based Pohutukawa Preschool 
and gave Holmes Kindergarten a kiwi 
experience with a difference by arranging 
a Skype meet up with their adopted 
kiwi ‘Scrum’. 

Scrum the kiwi is one of our Operation 
Nest Egg chicks. He came from a nest 
outside the area of predator control in 
the Whakatāne Kiwi Reserves and so a 
team of Whakatāne Kiwi Trust volunteers 
collected his egg and took him to Kiwi 
Encounter where he hatched. He would’ve 
had a five percent chance of survival if left 
to hatch in the wild.

Once he reached the ‘stoat-proof’ weight 
of 1000gm, he was brought back home 
and released in the wild after a short visit 
with the kids at Pohutukawa Preschool. 
The students from Holmes Kindergarten 
were able to join in on the experience 

through Skype and get to briefly meet 
the kiwi they had adopted. This was a 
great opportunity for the students at both 
schools to learn more about kiwi, sparking 
an interest in conservation from a young 
age and raising awareness about the 
challenges that we need to address to halt 
the decline of kiwi populations around 
the country. 

The kids at Holmes Kindergarten have 
continued to stay in touch and receive 
updates on Scrum from time to time.  
Their teacher has also given us some 
great feedback; “Thank you again for the 
wonderful experience, the children are 

still following their interest of the kiwi 
in our investigation area, we are also 
thinking about adopting a blue penguin 
locally to keep up the children’s interest in 
protecting our wildlife species.  I am sure 
that you have inspired a new generation 
of conservationists!” 

A visit from Scrum the Kiwi 

Children from Holmes Kindergarten in Oamaru get to meet their adopted kiwi Scrum over Skype

You can adopt a kiwi too!  
See page 2 for details
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Kiwi chicks go live 
on Facebook!
On Saturday the 28th of October a team of six volunteers returned from 
Moutohorā with two juvenile kiwi. The team went out to the island the day 
before, checking the location of the birds in readiness to find them on the 
Saturday morning.

The kiwi, named Pilsner and Footrot Flats have spent the last six months growing 
and exploring the predator free island. As they were hatched on the mainland 
(Ōhope Scenic Reserve and Wainui respectively), our plan was to return the birds 
once they reached a “stoat proof” weight of 1kg to give them a much better 
head start in life.

You may have seen the live videos on our Facebook page, where we shared 
behind the scenes footage of the time and effort that goes into our management 
of the birds. 

One video shows us explaining that a third chick, Wero (meaning “challenge”) 
had moved unexpectedly and we had to leave her capture and transfer for 
another day! Even the best-laid plans can’t compete with a kiwi’s plan. 

After a karakia by Quentin Kerr the kiwi were transported back to the mainland 
by White Island Tours. 

We were met by a group of 40 people at the Whakatāne I-site who had been 
following our updates on Facebook and 1XX. It was great to be able to share our 
passion and enthusiasm for conservation with everyone and demonstrate how 
lucky we are to live in the Kiwi Capital of the World!

If you haven’t checked out the photos and footage already then go to 
facebook.com/whakatanekiwitrust

Adopt your own kiwi chick…  
or give one as a gift!
Scrum the chick was lucky enough to be adopted by Holmes Kindergarten, which means that we are able 
to follow his progress after he is released in the wild and get a better idea of how our kiwi chicks fare in 
the kiwi reserves around Whakatāne. 

By adopting a kiwi, you are helping to cover the cost of monitoring a kiwi chick in their 
first few months when they are most vulnerable to predation by a stoat. We offer 
several different adoption packages, which include a photo and biography of your 
kiwi chick as well as some other goodies. These adoption packages make great gifts for 
people and 100% of the money we receive from kiwi adoption donations goes towards 
helping the kiwi.

To find out more information on adopting a kiwi visit www.whakatanekiwi.org.nz  
or email admin@whakatanekiwi.org.nz

Hi, I’m Derek, unfortunately I’m not up for adoption but my young friend ‘Pango Katoa (All Black)’ here is! And there are lots of other kiwi needing adoption too. 

W H A K ATĀ N E K I W I  P ROJ EC T 
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2017 Ghostly Ghouls 
and Glow Worms 
On Friday the 13th October, Whakatāne Kiwi Trust invited everyone to don their scariest 
costumes and join evil and twisted volunteers on a scary guided Night Walk through 
Ōhope Scenic Reserve. 

Thirteen brave souls joined 11 volunteers in the nightmarish mayhem, which featured 
blood thirsty maniacs, ghosts and ghouls, a corpse bride, witches, zombies, severed limbs,  
a cauldron of strange brews, large webs full of large creepy crawlies plus the scariest 
creature of all… the ‘Ōhope Hag’ – once seen never forgotten!   

There were many blood curdling screams and much laughter throughout the night.        

Ghostly Ghouls and Glow Worms 
last night was quite an unexpected 

theatrical event!

We were quite at the whim of 
the organizers, going off track at 

one point but I was absolutely 
blown away by the effort and level 

of organization that went into 
this event…. 

We were treated to the thrills of a madman wielding a chainsaw, zombie bride, 
a goblin (that costume was out of this world! Where on earth did you get such a 

great costume? Looked like it was from a theatre production!), businessman caught 
in a spiderweb with a giant spider coming down on participants, all sorts of scary 

crazy props. It was an experience not to forget.

Many thanks for the great Friday 13th 
Kiwi Walk to all those involved in making 
it a scary fun walk with a difference. We 
haven’t laughed so much for a long time 
and much appreciated all the hard work 

arranging it.

My 5 year old son and a girl 
close to his age were absolutely 

thrilled by the experience, 
particularly that goblin. The fact 
that this was all set in the bush 

provides a high level of adventure 
complete with glow worms and 
wētā. Not an event to miss!!!”

 Below are comments we received by 
some of those who survived… 

Above: Setting out on the Ghostly Ghouls and Glow 
Worms night walk  
Below: Indigo Tomlinson the Corpse Bride

Final Farewell
This year the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust was sad to say a final goodbye to two strong 
conservation minded leaders. Don Herdman, who sadly passed away in July this year, was 
the Trust’s inaugural chair, in 2006, and Lorraine Brill who stepped into the seat three 
years later passed away in August. 

Both Don and Lorraine understood the Charitable Trust needed to be secure long into the 
future, and knew that community support and volunteers would take it there. 

The Trust was extremely fortunate to have these two past mayors to raise the profile of 
the Trust, and take the first steps towards Whakatāne becoming the ‘Kiwi Capital of the 
WorldTM’. 

Thank you both for the many hours of hard work you put into this amazing community 
conservation project and guiding the Trust through those early years!



PROJECT PARTNERS

CORPORATE 
SUPPORTERS

Gourmet Burger Kitchen  
www.gbk.co.uk

The Southern Trust 
www.southerntrust.org.nz

Kiwis for Kiwi  
www.kiwisforkiwi.org

Rotary Club of Whakatāne West 
http://rotary9930.org/Page/clubs-

whakatane-west 

The Lion Foundation
www.lionfoundation.org.nz

Phone: 0800 884 880
www.boprc.govt.nz

Volunteer profile: Kari Hignett
Kari has been a volunteer for the 
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust for almost two 
years, after signing up at one of the regular 
‘volunteer cuppa tea’ meetings while 
taking a break from a training walk for 
the Oxfam 100. Just by chance there was 
a trap line that needed checking the next 
day so Kari and her husband Gene tagged 
along – and have ended up checking it 
ever since!  During this time Kari has been 
involved with the Kaitiaki Kadets as her 
10yr old daughter Indigo is also a keen 
young volunteer, and she recently took 
on another important volunteer role by 
becoming a trustee.

“I initially heard about the Whakatāne 
Kiwi Trust through a colleague. It was a 
combination of circumstances that led me 
to volunteer. As a physiotherapist I’m a big 
believer in the value of social connectivity 
and the benefits to physical and mental 
health of spending time outside .”

For Kari the most memorable and fun 
parts of being a volunteer in the last few 
years have been getting to see and hold 
a kiwi on a kiwi health check and seeing 
her daughter blossom in the kaitiaki 
kadets.  “I really enjoy being a volunteer, 
I get to spend time outdoors in the bush, 
both with friends or on my own, while 
helping in some way to protect our 
small but vibrant and important patch 
of biodiversity. I think I get more out of 
volunteering than they get out of me!”  

“We are incredibly lucky to have such a 
rich patch of bush so close to an urban 
setting that can support kiwi, but we 
need to do more, and every set of hands 
can help!” 

So if you’re thinking about volunteering 
take the next step and get in touch at 
admin@whakatanekiwi.org.nz

email: admin@whakatanekiwi.org.nz
www.whakatanekiwi.org.nz

Phone 07 307 0760
www.ngatiawa.iwi.nz

Phone 07 307 0611
www.doc.govt.nz

Phone 07 306 0500
www.whakatane.govt.nz

Help Whakatāne Kiwi by sponsoring a stoat trap
Cost $135 per annum. Your name or business logo can be added to the trapping 
project map and your ‘trap catches’ can be monitored online at  
www.whakatanekiwi.com/map.aspx

To find out more visit www.whakatanekiwi.org.nz/donation
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