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Kiwi stars to the power of two

Kiwi number updates

Whakatāne kiwi chick Soutar received the celebrity
treatment with a cuddle from supermodel and New
Zealand’s Got Talent judge Rachel Hunter, who visited
Kiwi Encounter in Rotorua recently.

Four new in-situ chicks from the 2012 season are now
being monitored – Moon, Star, Soutar and Ginger - and
12 adult pairs are currently being monitored.

Soutar, seemingly unfazed by his time in the spotlight,
has since been released back into the Ōhope Scenic
Reserve, with help from Andrew Soutar and his son
Caleb.
Andrew was thrilled to have the opportunity for his
family to experience such an amazing event. “It was
great for Caleb to learn more about what is almost
literally in our backyard,” said Andrew, who made a
generous donation to the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust
towards kiwi education and advocacy.

Unfortunately the first clutches this season have been
somewhat disappointing, with eight males abandoning
their nests mid-way through the incubation period,
including the three on Moutohora (Whale Island).
DOC Biodiversity Ranger Bridget Palmer says there
doesn’t seem to be any obvious reason for the eight
males having abandoned their nests.
“The nests that had been located prior to
abandonment didn’t seem to have been disturbed, so
whether it was the weather, eruptions or earthquakes
that caused them to abandon their nests will remain a
mystery,” said Mrs Palmer.
Of the seven successful nests, McCaw was the only kiwi
to produce two chicks; however, one of these, Kotiri,
has not survived. The other six had single eggs or the
second egg was rotten.
Several of the males are currently incubating a second
clutch, which will hopefully produce more chicks.

Andrew Soutar and his son Caleb, both proud supporters
of Whakatāne Kiwi Trust, helped release Soutar into the
Ōhope Scenic Reserve in November.

Take care with dogs on Burma Road
We encourage dog owners to keep their dogs on a lead
in the Burma Road area, as they can easily stray into
the Ōhope Scenic Reserve, which is a Kiwi Zone and
means no dogs are allowed.
Burma Road itself is not a Kiwi Zone but anything past
the edge of the road is. Please share this with family
and friends to ensure kiwi continue to thrive in the
Whakatāne area.

Seventy percent of kiwi eggs that are laid do not hatch
– this is a national figure, not just a concern for the
Whakatāne area.
Because the number of chicks hatched outside of the
core area and transferred to the Ōhope Scenic Reserve
to be monitored is very low, the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust
will ‘recruit’ more chicks from males within the reserve
– having more chicks to monitor means more numbers
and
therefore,
better
data
to
analyse.
Thank you for your support this year.
We hope you have a safe and happy
holiday season!

Stoat and rat alert!

National Kiwi Hui

Predator control continues to be a major focus for the
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust and is key to achieving our vision
that “kiwi thrive and prosper in the Whakatāne
district”.

The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust is submitting a proposal to
‘Kiwis for Kiwi’ (formerly Save the Kiwi Trust) to hold
the National Kiwi Hui in Whakatāne next year.

A bumper crop of flowers and fruit in the Ōhope Scenic
Reserve this season is likely to attract more rats, so
volunteers will be out in force laying traps to kill the
stoats which in turn feed on rats.
At the beginning of spring, rat numbers are usually very
high. When predator control starts again at the end of
winter, the pest management team has an aim to have
the rat numbers below 5 percent by the end of each
summer.
Thanks to support from the Bay of Plenty Regional
Council and other Whakatāne Kiwi Trust partners, the
bait stations have been refilled by contractors and rat
numbers are low.
Keeping the rat and mice populations low is really
important because the wild-hatched kiwi chicks feast
on the surface invertebrates. If there are lots of rats
and mice, they eat the surface invertebrates before the
kiwi chicks have a chance to and the kiwi chicks starve.
High rat numbers also reflect high stoat numbers.
Kiwi chicks are vulnerable to stoats because they are
very small and distinctly smelly. Active stoat control is
critical for the hatching of chicks in-situ. Predator
control targeting stoats is well established within
Ōhope Scenic Reserve and the Ngāti Awa Farm.
Predator control not only protects kiwi – documented
evidence shows the population of tomtits and bellbirds
in the Ōhope Scenic Reserve and the Kōhi Point
Reserve has increased.
If you would like to volunteer to help with trap setting
and clearing traps, please contact volunteer
coordinator John Black on 021 153 4858 or email
john_black@xtra.co.nz.

“If the hui was held in Whakatāne it would be an
opportunity to highlight the success of the Whakatāne
Kiwi Project and the amazing role that Ngāti Awa has,
as kaitiaki (guardians) of our taonga, the kiwi, in
Whakatāne,” Bridget Palmer says.
Watch this space!

New chick pingers
A new team of volunteer chick pingers has been
trained to undertake the regular monitoring loop,
following a briefing and Health and Safety talk in
November.
Chick pingers are volunteers who walk the tracks with a
transmitter and locate the kiwi chicks. Each chick’s
transmitter emits a different paced ‘ping’ so the chick
pingers can identify where the kiwi are and who they
are.
If you would like to volunteer to help the
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust, then please contact the
volunteer coordinator, John Black.
021 153 4858 or john_black@xtra.co.nz

Health and Safety Focus
The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust is currently updating its
Operations Manual, including its Health and Safety
policies, to help ensure the safety of its contractors and
volunteers.
“It is a huge responsibility to take people into the bush,
so health and safety is extremely important,” says
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust trustee Ron Russell, who is
overseeing the update.
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Kiwi Tracker
The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust has recently received
funding from the Whakatāne West Rotary Club to
further develop its ‘Kiwi Tracker’ programme.
Kiwi Tracker has been operating as an informal
experiential learning opportunity within some local
schools during the past four years. It involves taking
classes on a guided walk along a bait station line in the
Ōhope Scenic Reserve.
Students are supplied with a workbook and have
several question/work stations along the track. The
learning is based around the work of the Whakatāne
Kiwi Project, and the expanding role of the Whakatāne
Kiwi Trust in biodiversity education.
“The Rotary Club funding will enable this learning
opportunity to be formalised and developed to include
a day shelter with interpretation, permanent
question/work stations, and a supporting work book,”
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust Chair Malcolm Whitaker said.
“The Kiwi Tracker route passes through a large pa site,
so there is scope to include learning about both natural
and cultural values. The intention is to progressively
roll out the resource to local schools, targeted at year 7
and 8 students, with potential to expand it for use in
secondary schools as well.”

Kiwi Ranger
The Department of Conservation is expanding its ‘Kiwi
Ranger’ programme to include a Whakatāne site. This
programme is based on a network of experiential
interpretation sites designed to help families and
primary school aged children connect with key
conservation places.
Kiwi Ranger uses a tool that is based on a booklet of
activities that when completed, earn a collectable
badge unique to each site.
The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust will support the programme
in Whakatāne and promote it as part of education
resources available to local schools.

Whakatāne Kiwi Trust Chair Malcolm says the Kiwi
Ranger and Kiwi Tracker programmes will run
separately but will complement one another.

Kiwi Aversion Training for Dogs
The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust holds regular kiwi aversion
training for dogs; it only takes 10 minutes, costs $10
per dog and helps save Whakatāne Kiwi!
The next session is on Sunday 10 February 2013 at
Mataatua Reserve, Whakatāne.
Bookings are essential.
Email admin@whakatanekiwi.org.nz or call Erica
Hurren on 312 4536 to register or find out more.

Keep dogs out of Kiwi Zones
Kiwi Zones are designated to protect kiwi, and with the
busy summer holiday period approaching and an
increase in visitors to the region, it’s a timely reminder
that if you see a dog in a Kiwi Zone to please ring the
Whakatāne District Council on 07 306 0500 with the
following information:
description, location and direction dog is
travelling
any details about the person/vehicle with the
dog. Avoid direct confrontation if possible
time and date of sighting.
All information given to the Whakatāne District Council
is confidential and will not be released to the dog
owner. This includes your name, address and phone
number which may be needed to clarify details. Dog
owners who violate Kiwi Zones face a minimum $300
fine.
Dogs are not allowed in Kiwi Zones.
Even if your dog is kiwi aversion trained, you
cannot take the dog into Kiwi Zones.

Wainui kiwi in great hands
The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust continues to benefit from the great work of
Biodiversity Assistant Michelle Howard, who has been helping with kiwi and
nest monitoring in the Wainui catchment, and carrying out health checks on
kiwi in the Ōhope Scenic Reserve. She has also been kept busy training
volunteers and taking Kiwi Tracker walks.
There are currently four monitored males in Wainui and another two males
in two separate forestry blocks.
In-situ chick management is extremely challenging and it is necessary to
monitor nests regularly to intercept nest abandonment and chick hatch, and
Michelle has played an important role in this.

Michelle Howard introduces Ada to children attending the Kiwi Month release in
September

Happy and safe holidays
The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust would like to thank its project partners,
corporate supporters and volunteers for their valuable contribution to the
project during 2012.
We wish you a safe and enjoyable festive period with family and friends and
look forward to your continued support in 2013.

