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Kiwis shine at Beacon Business and
Leisure Show
The Whakatāne Kiwi Trust stand at the 2013 Beacon
Business and Leisure show in early September has
been heralded a great success. Together with the
Manawahe Eco Trust stall, set opposite, the duo was a
powerful combination designed to educate the public
about conservation efforts happening throughout the
district.
Manned by enthusiastic volunteers, the stand
showcased work the Trust and the Whakatāne Kiwi
Project carries out in our area. Trustees Malcolm
Whitaker, Ron Russell and Marguerite Timbs also took
a turn on the volunteer roster and were available to
answer questions from the public.
As well as a variety of information available on display,
the interactive stand also offered face painting and
stamps for the children. Young and old enjoyed
watching traps set off as a ‘real life’ example of how
pests such as stoats and rats are managed in the
Ōhope Scenic Reserve (ŌSR) and surrounding area.
Eager to gather feedback from locals about their
knowledge of kiwi and the Whakatāne Kiwi Project,
visitors were asked to take part in a short survey. All
survey participants went in the draw to win a
Whakatane Kiwi Trust T-shirt as well as a ‘mystery’
prize. Tony Young and his daughter Ava, were the
lucky winners and, lo and behold, the prize was naming
rights for a kiwi chick. Ava (5) decided ‘Sparkle’ was
the best name for
Pepi’s new baby and
so, Sparkle joins the
list of kiwi chicks that
are starting their lives
in the ŌSR.

Derek the kiwi was a huge hit at the
Beacon Business and Leisure show

“‘Derek’ the kiwi, who
seems to have
become a bit of a local
celebrity, was a big hit
with everyone and

was caught hanging out with local law enforcement in
his spare time,” laughed Whakatāne Kiwi Trust
executive officer, Lynda Walter.
“We’re really pleased with how well everything went,
and the survey responses were very positive toward the
Trust so it’s nice to know awareness is growing.”
Check out the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust Facebook page to
see Derek and his ‘friends in high places’!

Unique opportunity takes off
School children in the Bay of Plenty are in for a treat
with the recent launch of the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust
education resource.
Initiated by volunteers, the comprehensive guide is
designed to help students learn about their
environment, the unique features of New Zealand and
how all ‘kiwis’ have a responsibility to protect our
special place in the world. Alongside the guide is a
DVD fronted by Olympian mountain biker and
Whakatāne local Karen Hanlen.
The package is designed to be used together with the
new ‘Kiwi Tracker’ programme, explains Department of
Conservation Partnership Ranger, Bridget Palmer.
“This programme is unique to the Whakatāne area,” she
enthused. “Nowhere else in New Zealand do kids have
the opportunity to take the classroom out of the building
and have a ‘wild’ experience that is so easily
accessible.”
“Even the view at the end of the Kiwi Tracker
experience is a novelty for most of the children,” added
Palmer. “Stepping out of the bush and looking towards
Moutohora and Ōhope is often breath-taking and the
kids really seem to get a buzz out of it.”
For more information visit www.whakatānekiwi.org.nz.

Local Olympian is a good luck
charm
Originally hailing from Kawerau, BMX World
Champion and Olympian Sarah Walker proved to be
a token of luck when she went out for a walk in the
Ōhope Scenic Reserve (ŌSR) with Department of
Conservation Partnership Ranger Bridget Palmer in
August.

Both Walker and Smulders were thrilled to have the
opportunity to hold a kiwi and Walker appropriately
named it ‘Walker’ before it was released back into the
ŌSR.

Better and brighter uniform ticks
the boxes
If a job advertisement was published for Whakatāne
Kiwi Trust volunteers it would say: ‘Above all,
patience and sense of humour required’. As a
reward for the hard-working Whakatāne Kiwi Trust
volunteer stoat trappers and chick minders, the Trust,
with some assistance from David Paine of the Bay of
Plenty Regional Council and Kyla Saunders from
Simple Designs, kitted the teams out in matching
high-vis T-shirts. After tracking down fluoro yellow
and orange t-shirts, messages were screen-printed
on the front.
Amusing those with the required sense of humour,
the stoat trappers T-shirt message is certainly
interesting…and also a bit too risqué for this
newsletter! If you can find a stoat trapper to show
you in person, you’ll earn yourself a bit of a chuckle.

Kawerau local and Olympian Sarah Walker with 'Walker'

Accompanied by Laura Smulders, a Dutch racing
cyclist who was in New Zealand for the BMX World
Championships, the three women set out with Tai the
kiwi dog for a walk around the Fairbrother Loop.
Palmer had intended to complete a health check on a
kiwi already monitored in the ŌSR, but to her delight,
Tai found an unmarked and previously unknown bird
just off the track. It must have been a chick from one
of the first clutches last season that had slipped away
unnoticed.

Volunteers show off the new Whakatane Kiwi Trust T-shirts

The chick minders orange shirts debuted at the
Beacon Business and Leisure show in September.
Reading ‘Chick minders are kiwi guardians’, those in
the role can proudly don their new glad rags and let
everyone know the important role they play in
keeping kiwi safe in our community.

Roast pork and cracker quiz a
good combo
The annual end-of-year thank you BBQ kept punters
happy last month. Whakatāne Kiwi Trust supporters
and their friends and families were invited to feast on
a range of mouth-watering options, including pork
roasts, and to take part in a cracker quiz about all
things kiwi at the Ōhope Surf Club.
Endorsing the ‘sunshine capital of New Zealand’ title,
the weather really turned it on and guests were able
to enjoy the beautiful views under balmy Ōhope
skies. Trust volunteer John Black kept everyone
entertained with a slide-show of images from the past
year, a fantastic way to remind people of all the
success stories from 2013.
“The event had a really good vibe,” declared
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust executive officer Lynda Walter.
“The quiz was quite popular, although it almost came
to fisticuffs when the teams were decided – everyone
wanted the ‘experts’ on their side!”
Trustees in attendance included Ron Russell, Jacqui
Hughes, Malcolm Whitaker, Mary Hermanson and
Clive Tozer.

Whakatāne Kiwi Trust team tackles
Toi’s
A group of dedicated and (mostly) fit Whakatāne
locals donned their running gear in support of the
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust to compete in the Julian’s
Berry Farm and Café Toi’s Challenge last month.
Unmissable in their matching Whakatāne Kiwi Trust
high-vis t-shirts, the group tackled the 18km trek on
the Toi’s track from Whakatāne to Ōhope and back
again. The uniforms were a great conversation
opener as many fellow competitors along the way
asked about the Trust and how they could become
involved.

Whakatane Kiwi Trust Toi's Challenge team: Garry & Corinna
Turner, Helen & Carl Diprose, Bridget & Craig Palmer, Russell
Ingram-Seal, Karen Hanlen, Greg Moorcroft & Michelle Howard

Fittingly fittest of the team, Olympian Karen Hanlen
ran her way to victory and was the first female
competitor to cross the finish line in a time of
01:42:26.
Not quite keeping up with Hanlen, but giving it a good
go, was well-known Whakatāne Kiwi Trust supporter
Bridget Palmer. Wearing her Department of
Conservation ‘hat’ as the duty ranger for the
weekend, Palmer received an unwelcome call at the
top of Burma Road.
“Just as we were crossing the stiles, I got an alert
about a fire callout. It meant I had to stop and
organise a response, which delayed me quite a bit!”
Palmer related. “However, I did attempt to catch up
to the team and ended up crossing the line only four
minutes behind them.”
The carrot at the end of the stick was a rather
enticing one: a chilly-bin full of ice-cold beverages
was awaiting them at the finish line.
“Our support crew definitely knew what would spur us
on!,” laughed Palmer.

Feature volunteer – Rheanne Sullivan
Community benefits from local star
It’s not every day you see a chicken getting a transmitter fitted, but that’s the
extent to which dedicated Whakatāne Kiwi Trust volunteer Rheanne Sullivan
went to practice for her new role.
Born and raised in Whakatāne, Rheanne spent her childhood immersed in rural
life, developing a passion for the outdoors. A menagerie of dogs, horses and
birds meant she was never without company and it compelled her to undertake
study in a related field.
Rheanne graduated from the University of
Waikato in 2012 with a Bachelor of Science,
majoring in biology. With her sights set firmly
on a career with the Department of
Conservation, Rheanne soon realised that
the best way to get her foot in the door was
to act in a volunteer capacity. As a result, she
met Bridget Palmer and John Black from the
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust and soon her skills
and knowledge were put to good use with the
Trust.
“I just do whatever needs doing,” Rheanne
said modestly. “It’s a bit difficult to fit
volunteer work in around full-time work but
it’s what I really enjoy.”

Whakatane Kiwi Trust volunteer, Rheanne
Sullivan, practices attaching a transmitter
on a pet chicken

She obviously doesn’t like to blow her own trumpet because other Trust
colleagues describe Rheanne as an “absolute star who rises to the challenge
time and time again”. She must be dedicated; after all, she agreed to a late
afternoon interview after waking at 2.30am to get to an appointment in her role
as a herd tester for Livestock Improvement Corporation.
“The highlight of my volunteer work is handling kiwi and I definitely want to
continue to work in conservation and with wildlife,” she said.
Rheanne is almost qualified as an official kiwi health checker after observing
and carrying out nearly 20 health checks on adult and juvenile birds.
It just goes to show, all that practice on chickens has certainly paid off!
A big thank you goes out to Rheanne Sullivan, who has displayed great tenacity
and dedication in her contribution to the Whakatāne community.

