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‘Bird Song’ fills the air
Ōhope Beach School children celebrated
the release of their new CD ‘Bird Song’
last month. Heart strings were pulled as
students gave presentations, danced,
sang and spoke of how important the
environment around the school is.
Bridget Palmer, Department of
Conservation partnership ranger said, “It
was hard not to shed a tear as the children
spoke and sang about how special it was
to have the Whakatāne Kiwi Project on
their doorstep and to be part of the Kiwi
Tracker education programme”.
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Whakatāne Kiwi Trust volunteers, Bay of
Plenty Regional Council and Department
of Conservation staff joined parents,
teachers and friends of the school to
celebrate the release.
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The CD is available for sale for $15 from
Ohope Beach School.
office@ohopebeach.school.nz
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Children dance to the
‘Evil Weasel’ song at
the CD launch.

• New Trustees
– John Pullar and Sue Laurent

Bird Song features conservation themed
stories and songs written by children in
Year 4. Teacher Jenny Ward said “We
were asked by the Whakatāne Kiwi
Trust to write a song for the 200th kiwi
celebrations back in 2013, which we did,
and the project has grown since then”.

‘Like’ Whakatāne Kiwi Trust
on Facebook and keep
up to date with the latest
news from the project

Community support sought: Halo Project
For over 14 years the Whakatāne Kiwi
Trust has successfully protected kiwi and
other indigenous wildlife and now an
estimated 300 kiwi live in the Whakatāne
and Ōhope reserves.
Over the past year, the Trust has widened
its programme to enhance biodiversity
and protect other species outside of the
core kiwi zone. The vision is to restore and
enhance biodiversity across the District,
and is underpinned by the philosophy
of ‘Healthy Forest, Healthy Kiwi, Healthy
Community’.
The programme – named ‘Halo’
- ultimately seeks to return other
endangered species, such as saddleback
(tīeke) and North Island robin, to the
region. Trust Executive Officer, Lynda
Walter, said they had made a good

start this year with the successful robin
translocation.
“For Halo to be successful, we need
help from the community to extend the
protection zone. Our backyards can be a
safe haven for native wildlife, which will
enable them to spread right across the
Whakatāne area,” said Lynda.
The Trust is also looking for volunteers
for a Halo steering group, which will help
plan how to spread the word and gain
community support.
The Whakatāne Halo programme is
modelled on two other successful Halo
projects in Hamilton and Wellington.
Schools are encouraged to participate and
can contact the Trust for resources and
opportunities to be involved.

Year 11 Technology students from Trident High
School have manufactured twenty five DOC 200
stoat traps. These are the first of many traps that
will be used by households, not only next to our
nearby scenic reserves, but also backyards in our
urban areas.

A project with five partners: Whakatāne Kiwi Trust, Bay of Plenty Regional Council,
the Department of Conservation, Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Awa and Whakatāne District Council.
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Kiwi Report
Since 2001, the Whakatāne Kiwi
Project has released over 220 kiwi
chicks and there are now over 300
kiwi in our local reserves. Here are
some highlights from this year’s
breeding season:
• Chick survival reached an
impressive 71%
• 16 kiwi chicks were monitored
in Ōhope Scenic Reserve - three
from Omataroa, 11 from Wainui
and two left in-situ in Ōhope. Of
those birds, two were predated,
two died due to misadventure
and one as a result of coccidiosis.
• Of the remaining 11 monitored
chicks, all reached 1kg, 10 were
micro-chipped and had their
transmitters removed. One
juvenile male continues to be
monitored and will hopefully
be integrated into the breeding
population.
• There are four monitored adult
breeding males at Ōhope Scenic
Reserve, two at Kōhi Point, six
at Wainui, three on Moutohorā
Island and two in local forestry
blocks.
• Upokorehe hapū members have
received kiwi handling training
in Ōhope, supported monitoring
in Wainui and Waiōtahe reserves
and are developing a kiwi
protection area in the Waiōtahe
Valley Scenic Reserve.
• PF Olsen staff helped secure the
survival of two breeding pairs of
kiwi in local forestry blocks.

A real kiwi Christmas
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust volunteers celebrated the
end of 2014 with a special day out. The group
visited Kiwi Encounter, New Zealand’s largest and
most successful kiwi conservation centre, having
hatched and nurtured over 1350 eggs since 1995
under 'Operation Nest Egg'. Approximately 150 of
these hatched chicks were for the Whakatāne Kiwi
Project.
The group also took a walk in the trees with
Rotorua Canopy Tours, which opened in 2012 and
now has 10% of the 500 hectare forest they operate in under predator control. As a result
of this work, bird populations are flourishing, the canopy is a lush green and new growth
continues. The volunteer day out finished with dinner back in Ōhope.

40 North Island Robin released
In August, the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust
released 40 North Island robins
(toutouwai) into the Ōhope Scenic
Reserve.
The robins, which came from Mokoia
Island in Lake Rotorua, need consistently
low numbers of pests to survive in the
wild, said Trust chairperson, Malcolm
Whitaker.
“The Ōhope Scenic Reserve is an
ideal location for robins as the Kiwi
Trust volunteers have in place an
incredible network of pest control
operations. These help to keep pest
numbers low and allow the forest
to thrive along with its inhabitants,”
said Malcolm.
As part of the release, a team of
volunteers and DOC staff spent three
nights on Mokoia Island, catching and
banding the robins before they were
transferred to Ōhope Scenic Reserve.
On the morning of the release a special
powhiri and karakia was undertaken to
bless and welcome the birds. The robins
were then released near the Burma Road
car park, near the Kiwi Tracker walk and
on the Ngā Tapuwae o Toi walkway.
The sub species is only found in the
North Island of New Zealand and has a
status of ‘totally protected’. North Island
robins were once widespread, but due
to predation, population numbers have
dwindled.
“As ground feeders, eating worms, larvae
and insects, the North Island robin are

Report all
robin
sightings!
ww w.whakatanekiwi

.org.nz

especially vulnerable to predators such as
rats, possums, mustelids (stoats, weasels
and ferrets), cats and hedgehogs,” said
Malcolm.
Follow up surveys in October found a
number of the banded robins from the
initial release. Some of the translocated
birds had paired up with robins already
in the area, which will likely lead to
population growth and increased genetic
diversity, says Malcolm.
The robins are known for their ‘bold,
curious and trusting’ natures, often
coming to within a few metres of people.
If you would like to support this project
and ‘Adopt a Robin’, check out the
programme at:
www.whakatanekiwi.org.nz/robin/adopt

Bequests create living legacy
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust relies on help from
all sorts of places. The Trust recently
launched its ‘Living Gifts and Bequests
Programme’ to provide people with the
opportunity to leave behind a living legacy.

According to Dave
Paine, pest control
advisor for the Trust,
it’s been a successful
year for pest control
operations and this will
have a positive impact
on the wildlife and plants in
local reserves. The Trust’s volunteer
trapping programme continues
thanks to the regular efforts of long
standing and new volunteers. Special
thanks to these people.

A living gift or bequest to the Trust
provides loved ones with a tangible
legacy, one they can visit and share for
generations to come.
For more information visit:
www.whakatanekiwi.org.nz/takeaction_
helpsavewhakatanekiwi/bequests.asp
For a confidential discussion about supporting the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust please contact:
Lynda Walter, Executive Officer, Whakatāne Kiwi Trust on 0274 721 467 or email
admin@whakatanekiwi.org.nz.

Volunteer Emilyn Sandifer
Volunteers are the lifeblood of the
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust; they come from all
walks of life and varying age-groups. At ten
years old, Emilyn Sandifer is one volunteer
who is getting in early.
Emilyn was inspired by a school talk given
by Bridget from the Trust, and wanted to
help. Since then, Emilyn has had some
pretty special experiences, including
making a burrow for a kiwi chick before
releasing it, releasing North Island robin,
singing on the new ‘Bird Song’ CD and
speaking to visitors at the Business and
Leisure Show.
“I got to help out at the education whare
opening in the Ōhope Scenic Reserve
earlier this year, where I helped put a
transmitter on a kiwi chick. I also got to
check on Pepe the kiwi when he was
sitting on eggs.”

The Whakatāne Kiwi
Project’s new education
trailer was unveiled
earlier this year at the
Whakatāne Business and
Leisure show. The trailer
will be used to help
spread the word about
all the positive work the
Trust does.

Pest control
update

“Pepe is one of the
first kiwi I saw in
Ōhope. I also got
to meet Sparkle,
Pepe’s chick who
is just as adorable.
It was a dark night, but the moon lit up
the path and it felt amazing and magical,”
she says.
Emilyn says the most important thing she
has learnt from being a volunteer so far
is to help save and protect native birds
and animals otherwise they may be lost
forever.
For more information on how to support
the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust as a volunteer,
visit the website:
www.whakatanekiwi.org.nz/takeaction_
helpsavewhakatanekiwi/index.
asp#volunteer

Here’s the low down for the year:
• Fourth year of successful possum
and rat control under Trust
management. Ōhope Scenic
Reserve is at 1%, Mokorua Bush
Scenic Reserve tracked 8%, and
Kohī Point Scenic Reserve pest
numbers are still a little higher
than target and will receive
further attention.
• Pig numbers have dropped.
• Predator control continues and
the capture curve shows a general
downward trend, however,
seasonal stoat captures seem to
be rising.
• Hedgehog captures have slowly
increased over the whole project
area.
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PROJECT PARTNERS

Trustee Profiles
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust would like to welcome its two new Trustees, John Pullar
and Sue Laurent. We get ‘up close and personal’ with them.

John Pullar
Although he says he is not an avid ‘bird-watcher’, John Pullar
is a committed advocate of the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust and has
recently joined them in a governance role as a new Trustee.
“I’m not the world’s greatest conservationist but it is great
to help people who are passionate about a cause. And this is
definitely a great cause. We need to share it.”
After running his own building company for more than 30
years - which his son and daughter have now taken over,
John says what he offers the Trust is a pragmatic and practical
approach.
“My strength is in seeing the outside opportunities for the Trust. At the end of the day
this is the Bay of Plenty, and for Whakatāne this is what we are all about. We just need
to tell people.”
John is also an elected member of the Whakatāne District Council and has been a
Rotarian with the Whakatāne West Rotary Club since 1978.
“I was thrilled to be invited to join the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust as a Trustee because I am
a passionate New Zealander and want to use whatever skills I have to assist a worthy
organisation.”

Sue Laurent
After being a volunteer for the past four years, Sue Laurent
is no stranger to the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust. And, after being
a volunteer for the Manawahe Kokako Trust for over fifteen
years, Sue is an old hand when it comes to doing her bit
helping to save threatened native New Zealand birds.
“I am very interested in biodiversity, conservation and the lure
of saving plants and birds is a huge part of my life,” says Sue.
“As volunteers for the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust, my husband and
I have been working with the chick minders and go out each
week to check where the kiwi chicks are, and if they are alive
and well. We have been extremely fortunate with this job, as
we have had the opportunity to go with the team who do the
health checks on the babies, on quite a few occasions. We have also been on captures
and releases.”
As well as being an enthusiastic conservationist, Sue has an extensive background as a
teacher and deputy principal at local schools.
Sue was part of a team that went to Mokoia Island this year to capture robins for
release in the Ōhope Scenic Reserve. She said it was an amazing experience that led to
her sponsor a robin, Kasoo, which she visited recently to view its fledged chick.
As a new Trustee for the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust, Sue looks forward to working with
people who are like-minded and love the birds, insects and plant life that New Zealand
has to offer.
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