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Giant weta and rare gecko all part of
the experience
th

The 200 kiwi milestone sparked a thought for
Department of Conservation community relations and
biodiversity ranger Bridget Palmer: why not give the
community that supported the Whakatāne Kiwi Project
an opportunity to experience the results? The spark
turned into a flame and Whakatāne locals were invited
on guided nocturnal kiwi listening walks through the
Ōhope Scenic Reserve during May and June.
Participants in the first session were fortunate to get
more than they bargained for. Five male and one
female kiwi were heard calling, including a pair that
serenaded the group with a romantic duet.
There were also other night critters out and about, such
as spiders, weta (which all reports conclude were
huge), and a gecko spanning 17cm – only the second
gecko to be seen in the Ōhope Scenic Reserve.
A17cm gecko was spotted in the
Ōhope Scenic Reserve

Kiwi on the back doorstep
Radio 1XX staff members Grace Cocker and Toni
Green had to do a double-take when they saw a
creature crossing the road in front of them as they
drove from Whakatāne to Ōhope.
What could have been a wiley possum was actually a
kiwi; the women stopped their vehicle to halt traffic and
‘shoo’ the bird into neighbouring bush.
“It’s a reality now that there’s a good chance kiwi will be
wandering across roads in this area,” said Bridget
Palmer from the Department of Conservation. “My
message to everyone is to ‘take another glance’,
especially at night when it could very well be an
endangered kiwi rather than the usual pest”.

Fight for kiwi lives
Executive director at BNZ Save the Kiwi Trust, Michelle
Impey, is stepping away from her desk to save kiwi in
another arena – the boxing ring. Michelle is aiming to
raise $1200 for BNZ Operation Nest Egg™ (ONE) as a
contender in the charity event Fight for Life this month.
Her decision to commit to some serious hours in the
gym was made in an effort to defend kiwi, which are in
the ‘boxing ring’ of New Zealand every day. Under
siege from stoats, dogs, cats, rats and faced with loss
of habitat, 95% of kiwi in the wild are killed before they
reach breeding age.

A highlight for one group was the kiwi sitting
comfortably in the middle of the track as they
approached. Not many people can say they’ve heard a
kiwi, let alone seen one in its natural habitat at night,
proving Whakatāne really is the ‘Kiwi Capital of the
World™’.
“Spotting the spiders, weta and gecko, plus hearing and
seeing kiwi, is great anecdotal evidence that the pest
control is working,” said Bridget.

It costs $1200 to see a chick through its first year of life.
From incubation at the centre, to health screenings,
transmitter and crèche facilities, it all adds up.
“Kiwi can live to 60 years old and lay up to 100 eggs in
their lifetime, so every bird saved can have a profound
impact on the kiwi population,” said Michelle.
To support Michelle in her quest for kiwi, visit
www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/Kiwifightforlife/.

‘Naughty kids’ actually hard
working volunteers

equipped with safety and hi-vis gear as they go about
their tasks.

You may have seen a group of high school-aged
children in the reserves around Whakatāne, carrying
bags of rubbish or clearing tracks. However, these
students are not working as a form of punishment,
they are doing it voluntarily as a way to contribute to
their community.

“I have lots of respect for these kids, who happily turn
up every single week,” said Anne. “It’s not until I stop
and think about everything that they do that I realise
how incredible they are.”

Trident High School teacher and leader of the EnviroGroup, Anne Botha, has nothing but praise for her
team.
“It started about eight years ago and since then, a
group has volunteered on a weekly basis to help
clean up the area,” she said. “One Monday morning
in the staffroom, other teachers were sharing the
achievements of various sports teams when I piped
up with what these kids had done in their weekend –
walked up the Mokoroa Gorge and picked up bags
and bags of rubbish.”
As a result, an option was created for the Thursday
afternoon elective and the ‘Clean Green Team’ was
formed. This group recently helped the Whakatāne
Kiwi Trust by volunteering to help with the dump
clean-up and kiwi call survey.

Mountain bikers make money for
Whakatāne kiwi
Most multisport or mountain bike events are
postponed when wet, freezing and miserable weather
makes its presence felt. Not so for the Ōhope
Ordeal, which had to be put back a month because of
the drought and high fire risk.
The Ōhope Ordeal was unique for another reason
too: all proceeds from the event were donated to the
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust! Over $5000 was raised, so a
big thank you to the Whakatāne West Rotary Club
who made it happen. The funds will be used to
support the development of biodiversity education
resources for local schools.
Five Whakatāne Kiwi Trust volunteers helped out on
the day, including Jamie Rhodes – this edition’s
‘Feature Volunteer’ (see page 4).

Ricki Fransen concentrates
on the Ōhope Ordeal course

The Trident High School ‘Clean Green Team’ volunteers at
the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust dump clean-up

A $3000 grant from the Nova Energy Community
Support fund means the students are now well-

All mountain biking abilities were catered for with
long and short courses, including a kids’ race that
claimed to be ‘adventurous enough to put smiles on
dials’ and the XC Eliminator, which rapidly culled the
good from the bad.

Rebellious teen found on
Moutohorā
At the beginning of May, three Department of
Conservation (DOC) staff and five volunteers
travelled to Moutohorā (Whale Island), courtesy of
Pee Jay’s Moutohorā Cat vessel to undertake the
annual kiwi survey. Jenny Tait and Patrick O’Sullivan
from White Island Tours swapped their comfy beds
for a bunk in the DOC hut for the night to join the
crew on the island.

extent of their territories,” said DOC biodiversity
assets ranger Mithuna Sothieson. “Unfortunately, the
results concluded that the kiwi population on the
island remains low; but there is evidence that there
have been successful breeding attempts in the past
year,” she added.

Ōhope Beach School choir in
harmony with kiwi
Proving great things can happen when the right team
is involved, Ōhope Beach School children and
teacher Jenny Ward have recorded a song for the
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust. They did so with the
th
assistance of Radio 1XX as part of the 200 kiwi
celebration.
Jenny, who wrote three songs and lyrics with the kiwi
theme, is proud to be involved in something that
benefits both her students and the community.
“It was so exciting for the children to experience the
recording studio environment, and they all
understand what the songs are about,” said Jenny.
A CD will be released by the end of term three and
the songs will also be included in education
resources that are currently being developed by the
Trust.

Eleven kiwi were heard
calling on Moutohora
(Whale Island) during a
recent survey

It was worth it though, as eleven kiwi were heard
calling, including five pairs and a single female. A
rebellious teenage kiwi was caught hiding at the old
hut site; DOC staff quickly reined her in and fitted a
transmitter so she can’t sneak around any longer.
“The survey was a success because we were able to
become more familiar with the pairs that we already
knew about, and it was an opportunity to explore the

The Ōhope Beach School Choir wrote and recorded three
songs for the Whakatāne Kiwi Trust

Feature volunteer – Jamie Rhodes
Juggling shift work, family life and
numerous volunteer activities is all
part and parcel for Whakatāne Kiwi
Trust volunteer Jamie Rhodes.

Jamie Rhodes and
his family volunteer
for the Whakatane
Kiwi Trust

Jamie has volunteered for the
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust for the past
four years, track cutting and
monitoring trap lines. After doing
volunteer work with the Manawahe
Kokako Trust, Jamie was happy to
make the move to help out a bit closer
to home.
“The Whakatāne Kiwi Project is a
really good initiative to be involved with and it provides an opportunity to spend
some quality family time together in the bush,” he said.
Jamie, 38, and wife Tracy, have two daughters Emmerson (11) and Jordyn (7),
who often help out on the trap lines. Averaging three hours a week, the
Whakatāne Kiwi Trust volunteer work is a big commitment in itself - but it’s just
one part of Jamie’s ’ community involvement. He also volunteers for the
Whakatāne Emergency Response team, the Rural Fire Force and the Urban
Land Search and Rescue team. Recently, he placed second in the Open Mens
division of the Firefighter Sky Tower Challenge, which involved donning his
firefighters kit and racing up 51 floors to raise money for the charity Leukaemia
& Blood Cancer New Zealand.
“The fitness aspect is huge and running around the trap lines every week has
definitely helped,” said Jamie.
Jamie has every intention to continue his work as a volunteer, despite the
weather sometimes not playing nice.
“The odd rogue hedgehog can make trap-clearing slightly unpleasant, but
overall, it’s awesome to get out in the bush, especially when it’s so close to
home,” enthused Jamie.
A big thank you goes out to Jamie Rhodes, who endeavours to underplay the
hard work he does. The Whakatāne community is a better place as a result of
his dedication and ongoing contributions.

Tragic reminder
Last month, a kiwi that had been released from a leg-hold trap was found in
Kohi Point. Although found alive, the bird had to be euthanised after developing
an untreatable infection.
This serves as a sad reminder to make sure no traps are ground set in kiwi
zones.

